Introduction  by Kefalides, Nicholas A. et al.
This issue of Kidney International contains the proceedings
of research work presented at the ISN Forefronts in Nephrol-
ogy Symposium on Cell and Molecular Biology of Basement
Membranes in Health and Disease which took place at Airlie
Center, Airlie, Virginia, USA, September 20—22, 1991. This
international symposium was held almost 15 years after a
similar symposium on the Biology and Chemistry of Basement
Membranes took place in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1976.
The success of the first international symposium on basement
membranes was measured not only by the fact that, for the first
time, it brought together numerous investigators who were
working on diverse aspects of the field, but also because it
attracted into the basement membrane field distinguished sci-
entists who subsequently made notable contributions to this
research area. Last year's symposium was designed to bring
together leading investigators who made long strides in new
areas of basement membrane research, including gene structure
and regulation, protein-receptor interactions, development and
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growth regulation and involvement in disease. These new
advancements will provide the means of evaluating important
biological processes such as heredity, inflammation, neoplasia
and pathophysiology of disease. More than one hundred scien-
tists from 12 countries participated in the symposium. The
meeting provided a forum for established investigators as well
as young researchers in the field to participate openly in
discussions, exchange their views and have their work critiqued
by experts in a variety of disciplines. The relaxed atmosphere
and freedom of exchange opened the way for the formation of
new collaborations among those present.
We believe that the articles appearing in this issue exemplify
the current status of research in this field and we hope that they
will point to new directions for future studies. The opportunity
to get in touch with the most current thinking on basement
membranes should stimulate an awareness and interest on the
part of those working in related areas, and perhaps attract new
investigators to basement membrane research.
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